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Secondari, John Temptation for King 
Lippincott. Apr. 21, 1954. 279p. $3.50. 


“It would have been much nicer we’d been kicked 
out revolution instead being voted out like 
politicians.” Ex-King Julian makes this observation 
from the terrace his villa-in-exile Sorrento. Five 
years loneliness and reflection have rubbed off the 
artificial veneers the ancient splendors and reduced 
the household the mere concrete realities life 
exile. Julian, the man, does not know this moment 
that the politicians home are preparing the most 
seductive all temptations for Julian, the ex-King, 
opportunity return the throne. Julian will have 
choose between the people and the politicians, be- 
tween the historical force that has made kings super- 
fluous and the historical sentiment tradition that 
would keep alive symbol longer vital. This the 
pole around which the story the Temptation for 
King revolves. 


And good story is. Life exile has given Julian 
perspective and sense values, clear-eyed objec- 
tivity viewing the people and the world around him, 
that makes him the most sensible, the most likeable, 
the most warmly human King-in-exile that ever lived. 
can look with affection the rock-hard loyalty 
the old Duke and General Basseno, dedicated for life 
the House Bernau-Gothburg. the same time, 
the antics the young Baron Freddy 
Van Dell can bring wry smile amusement his 
lips:—Freddy represents the aristocratic nit-wit spoiled 
money, man whose maturity and wisdom ended 
with his uncanny ability wreck stream-lined racers. 


The story life exile becomes heightened when the 
possibility going back becomes reality. Matters are 
complicated the parasitic intrigue Julian’s brother, 
Philip, who would sell anything, even his brother’s soul, 
get back the life royal ease. Pressure from 
within also exerted Julian’s sister, the Princess 
Irene, who has become Continental playgirl during 
the years exile. 


Dr. Hugo Lentzler, the bitterly anti-royalist Under- 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, most reluctantly comes 
Sorrento make his government’s offer Julian. 

archeologist ironically cast the instrument 
politics reach back into the past and bring out 
king. won’t even have dust this one”; his 
sardonic reflection, “he’ll clean.” rugged 
honesty brought into sharp contrast Pignac, the 


well-meaning royalist emissary who seeks make 
coup the future plebiscite bringing two Ameri- 
can campaign managers whose job tell the 
people what they believe and what they hope for. 
Probably the most masterfully satiric scene the whole 
novel contained Julian’s interview with Doctor 
President the Public Opinion Laboratory 
New York, and Mr. Haines, one America’s fore- 
most hucksters. 


Each little facet Temptation for brought 
out the author’s use the international news value 
such story would have. Here the interplay between 
Fred Morrison, one the cheaper type correspondents, 
and Niles Robb, broadcaster integrity, gets in- 
volved with Penny, American free-lance writer 
down her last few thousand lire. Penny has dated 
Freddy Van Dell, being used Morrison and given 
helping hand Rebb. The integration between the 
outer and inner complications plot has been handled 
with smooth artistry that all the more remarkable 
for being under-stated. 


Temptation for King makes for easy 
kind that everyone the family would enjoy. con- 
tains humor, wit, satire, and two the healthiest love 
plots modern writing. Nor the novel without 
thought. has been sub-titled Novel Our 
Times,” and rightfully so. Julian speaks like man 
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who has learned the lessons history and war, 
especially the dignity the person and the value 
people. Princess Irene learns that human need can 
break through the barriers caste the re-assertion 
her love for the war-scarred Captain Peter Sabine. 
Penny learns the meaning integrity Prince Philip 
learns the vanity comfort for its own sake. Niles 
Robb learns the joy giving even Julian has learned 
the fulfillment that comes with act renouncement 
intelligently made for society’s sake. 


Recommended without reservation all. 


Victor Yanitelli, S.J., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Budenz, Louis The Techniques Communism 
Regnery. 1954. 342p. $5.00. 


The scope this book much wider than the title 
indicates. The author, addition discussing Com- 
munist techniques, also gives valuable material 
Communist theory and methods for fighting Com- 
munism. The book organized into four parts, dealing 
with the nature the Communist movement, Com- 
munist methods, the application these methods, and 
suggestions for fighting this movement various com- 
munities. 


The method treatment such that the volume could 
easily used for textbook classes Communism. 
First there explanation basic theory and the 
organization the Communist Party the Soviet 
Union. Here minor quibble might raised: the au- 
thor uses the term “Politburo” place the presently 
adopted title “Presidium.” But the main points are 
clear: Communism world movement, 
movement controlled from Moscow. 


dealing with Communist methods, the author rightly 
stresses the organizational elements Communism. 
The techniques infiltration into strategic areas, the 
setting front organizations and similar devices, 
the use the “big and bold action, all give the 
Communist Party power and prestige which few per- 
sons fully realize. 


Suggestions for community action against Communism 
are balanced and moderate. The author warns against 
vigilantism and uninformed action. the same time, 
realizes that the struggle restricted governmental 
The community must also defend 
opinion. 

All these points are dealt with concrete terms rather 
than The author names names and 
cites sources for his statements and opinions. Indeed, 
often daring attacking “sacred cows” the 
academic world. The use citations and case his- 
tories tends slow down the reader, but the solidity 
treatment makes for defects style. This in- 
deed valuable background book for any serious stu- 
dent American Communism. 


John Cronin, 
Washington, 


Best SELLERs 


Kimbrough, Emily Forty Plus and Fancy Free 
Harper. Mar. 1954. 240p. $3.00. 


you cannot afford travel Europe this summer, 
one the best substitutes would read, leisurely, 
through Mrs. Kimbrough’s journal her travels with 
three other grandmothers. Identified Sophy, Zella, 
Margie—and, course, Emily—the four grandmothers 
toured Italy motorcar and were London for the 
Coronation. Margie had been fearful transatlantic 
air travel, and did not join the others until they 
arrived Rome. Meantime, the other three had taken 

advantage several days Paris and stop Venice 
route their rendezvous with Margie. 


Mrs. Kimbrough probably needs further 
tion readers than the reminder that she had hand 
Our Hearts Were Young and Gay, The Innocents 
from Indiana, and Through Charley’s Door—this last- 
named the most recent her six (mow seven) books 
and, you will recall, affectionate study the 
ment store represented Marshall Field Chicago, 
Marshall Field gets mention Forty Plus and Fancy 
Free, because was her former association with the 
partment store which made possible for Mrs. Kim- 
brough visit the Toso Glass works Venice. 


Mrs. Kimbrough perceptive and appreciative, and she 
knows how make what she has seen interesting 
discovery. Her enthusiasm for good food makes her 
careful list the addresses restaurants she has en- 
joyed and which are, most cases, not the usual ones 
recommended tourist guides and for that reason 
worth noting. The ladies are, without exception, af- 
fluent enough make those with more modest budgets 
envious, particularly their account shopping sprees 
Florence and other places route. 


Not merely incidentally, the book illustrated 
amusing pen sketches Mircea Vasiliu; and Harper 
Brothers have done themselves proud superior 
job printing and binding, all which makes this 
book very attractive, indeed. 


Grady, 
University Scranton 
Schurz, William Lytle 


This New World. The Civilization 
Latin America 
Dutton. May 19, 1954. 428p. $6.00. 


This volume survey the culture Latin America, 
both past and present, ten separate essays with these 


BEST SELLERS issued the Library, University 
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Subscription price, $4.00; Single Copies, Cents; 
Canadian and Foreign, $4.50. Syndicate Subscription, 


$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 
separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1954, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Minutes the Last Meeting (IIb) 
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May 


titles: the Environment, the Indian, the Spaniard, the 
Conqueror, the Negro, the Foreigner, the Church, the 
Woman, the City, and the Brazilian. evident that 
this dces not pretend complete survey the 
civilization Latin America but only certain. facets 
selected the author. Some these, such the 
essays the role woman, the foreigner, and the city 
the development Latin America are seldom 
treated more conventional surveys. 


obvious that Mr. Schurz tried fair 
chapter the Church. Its work behalf the 
Indian and the sick merits his praise, though its educa- 
tional efforts are somehow overlooked. However, his 
usual good judgment seems have deserted him for 
moment when comes speak clerical morals. 
Perhaps too much expect that even trained 
historian should remember the basic rules regarding 
evidence when deals with this bugaboo. Certainly 
three specific cases clerical misconduct and the con- 
troverted testimony Juan and Ulloa not adequate 
proof that the majority the thousands clergy active 
the New World during four centuries were either 
avaricious unchaste. After this one slip the author 
recovers his usual balanced attitude and closes the 
treatment the church with brief statement her 
problems modern times: improvement the quality 
the clergy and regaining the active allegiance the 
men Latin America. 


The author this thoughtful volume trained his- 
torian, who has mastered the basic sources. Wide 
travel Latin America and Spain has mature 
this knowledge that the author has been able give 
study which readable and, for the most part, 


scholarly. 
Dr. Antonine Tibesar, 
Washington, 


Maks. Russia the Back Door 
Sheed Ward. May 24, 1954. 264p. $3.50. 
The assignment given Leon Maks was little short 


fantastic. was assigned the autumn 1939 
find the head the Polish underground, General 


Tebbel 


who had been arrested: and deported 


Russia. Maks and woman companion crossed the 
Polish. border into Russia and, with the aid forged 
papers and extraordinary luck, safely traversed tre- 
mendous range European and Asiatic Russia. the 
course his portrays something the 
confusion Soviet officialdom and gives apparently 
accurate story day-by-day life the U.S.S.R. 


publishers offer material substantiate the 
authenticity this What offers about Soviet 
not inconsistent with material known from other 
sources. But the experiences the author, moving 
freely and successfully the spy-ridden realm the 


are almost unbelievable. This reviewer has 


information that either supports contradicts the 
claims made these Pages. 


‘Granted. the accuracy the portrayal, there 
reason conisder this book outstanding. illumines 
one facet life under Communism. But it.is 


John Cronin, 


Tebbel, John George Washington’s America 
Dutton. Apr. 29, 1954. 478p. $5.00. 


Making use Washington’s letters and diaries and 
other source materials, Mr. Tebbel has constructed 
what the account Washington’s travels 
and where and how lived. The publishers speak 
somewhat breathlessly “incredibly varied” scenes, 
“detailed and fascinating descriptions life New 
York and Philadelphia during the Presidency,” and 
tapestry intimate, personal stories woven with 
the better known fabric Washington’s 
might noted that Mr. Tebbel was Associate Edi- 
tor Dutton and Co. for four years.) 


Washington enthusiasts may well agree with these 
effusions, but this reviewer found the 
the extreme. Perhaps reproduction approximately 
page Mr. Tebbel’s book will make this viewpoint 
understandable some readers. The page part 
account trip Washington made the South 
1791 while President: 


“After nine-day stopover his planation, set off 
southward again April ‘with horses apparently 
much refreshed and good spirits,’ and their master 
equally happy state. There were certain family 
could not hurried. Dumfries, Virginia, stop- 
ped drink tea with his niece Mildred. the 
next night, dined and lodged with his sister Betty 
Lewis, Sister Lewis,’ Wash- 
ington always called her. 


“Fredericksburg insisted dining 
him the following day, that was Sunday morning, 
April 10, before could leave his friends and well- 
wishers, and get with his journey. traveled 
thirty-five miles before Kenner’s 
Tavern, distance that enabled him Richmond 
easily, early the next afternoon. Along with the enter- 


Lynam Brown 


taining that Governor Henry Lee and the city’s promi- 
nent citizens provided during the three days stayed 
there, had opportunity view project close 
his heart and pocketbook: the canal, sluices, locks and 
other navigational works between Richmond and West- 
ham, all the property the James River Navigation 


“At Petersburg, which reached April 14th, at- 
tended his first assembly the tour, and there began 
counting the Southern belles, did each such 
occasion. There were between sixty and seventy 
them Petersburg. 


“Beyond Petersburg, Washington and Major Jackson 
found themselves the back country, where the roads 
and the quality the lodgings were alike uncertain. 
the night the fifteenth, they stopped the house 
one Oliver, ‘which good one for horses, and 
where there are tolerable clean beds,’ but the next 
morning, after journey before breakfast over roads 
which had raised choking clouds dust, began 
rain and the party decided stop the only inn short 
Halifax, North Carolina. However, this place, 
Washington discovered, had ‘no stables which the 
horses could comfortable and rooms beds 
which appeared tolerable,’ and everything else had 
dirty appearance.’ They had Halifax, making 
the day’s journey forty-eight miles. six o’clock they 
arrived this city the south bank the Roanoke 
River, having started little after five that morning.” 


think may said that the book harmless taken 
small doses but deadly taken one massive 
draught four hundred and sixty pages. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Lynam, Shevawn The Spirit and the Clay 
Little, Brown. Apr. 1954. 293p. $3.95. 

all the chapters this new novel were intense and 
interesting the first, this would very good novel 
indeed. is, still, good novel and should prove ab- 
sorbing most readers, least those who not 
permit political prejudices interfere with their enjoy- 
ment well-told story. Nevertheless, one finds 
regret rising that the promise the first pages had not 
been fulfilled. There are, perhaps, too many threads 
story, the impulse follow too many different char- 
acters—or are they different spite the variety 
names?—through one end their adventures. 


the Spanish Civil War 1936-1938, not all the 
troops opposing Generalissimo Francisco Franco were 
communist—not any means; nor were all the troops 
under the command Caudillo pure-blooded An- 
dalusians and Castilians. Promised their autonomy 
the ill-fated Republic, the Basques, almost man, 
sided with the Government and were mistakenly iden- 
tified with the “Reds,” (who were distinct minority, 
powerful one), the “Loyalists” were called. The 
Basque divisions fought well, but were forced sur- 
render. This novel begins with the surrender the 
Urrutia Brigade Italian division, the beaches 


SELLERs 


the Bay Biscay. Among the captives are Andoni 
Elustondo, former bricklayer and commander the 
Brigade; stocky, five-foot three, blond and devout, 
seems Colonel Tetretti improbable choice for 
commander. Some the others, Arregui, Urquijo, 
Juantorena, Saldarriaga, Mendialdua, and the friar Don 
Mateo share cell the prison; although all but 
Don Mateo are condemned death the Falangists, 
only Mendialdua executed and then only after Don 
Mateo has offered take his place and has been ac- 
cepted and then rejected. 


All the rest who survive enter kind independently 
organized underground fight for the freedom their 
country, their beloved Basqueland. Exiles given scant 
and grudging refuge France, they first have 
work from outside, having the Nazi 
Gestapo when France occupied. 


The novel tries tell the story these several men 
from the Urrutia Brigade and has leave them, 
the end, still fighting vainly “paper war” without 
sympathy succor from the “democratic countries” 
and still, one them ruefully explains, having 
face four fascist enemies, our democratic 
friends, the communists who try identified with 
order discredit us, and the spies our own 


Those who have long since made their minds that 
the Franco Rising was holy war, modern reconquista 
which saved Iberia from fate worse than the Moors, 
will not like the implications the story 
doubtless, consider the author biased. getting 
into discussion argument about the “merits the 
case,” this reviewer can only report that the novel 
interesting and disappointment only that might 
have been much better had the authoress elected 
follow the fortunes Andoni Elustondo more closely 
and not dissipated energy trying hold six lines 
where one would have been more effective. 


Grady, 


University Scranton 


Brown, Fredric His Name Was Death 
Dutton. June 1954. 191p. $2.75. 


There are enough murders this not-too-involved tale 
man trying track down some counterfeit ten- 
dollar bills which got out his hand prematurely and 
were dangerous possible clues his exposure 
satisfy most mystery-adventure fans. Most such readers 
are not too demanding and not too discriminating, ask- 
ing only fairly-well amused for long they 
turn the pages. The identity the criminal, the 
printer-counterfeiter-turned-murder, known from the 
start. His desperate chase after the false notes is, from 
his viewpoint not from the reader’s, desperate enough. 
But the whole thing adds unfortunately second- 
rate stuff and must have been dullish month the 
editorial offices Dutton when this was chosen 
“Guilt-Edeed Mystery.” Perhaps Mr. Brown’s 
reputation for his earlier successes recommended 
choice. His Name Was Death, however, 
means the author’s previous work. 
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